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THE COURTSHIP OF MILES STANDISH
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1858

Plan Your Visit:
Alden House Historic Site is located at 105 Alden Street, Duxbury.

Mailing address: PO Box 2754, Duxbury, MA 02331-2754

Alden House is open for guided tours:  June through mid-October, 
Wednesday through Saturday, noon to 4 pm.  The grounds are open 
year-round.  

Call 781-934-9092 or visit www.alden.org for more information.  

   Archly the maiden smiled, and, with eyes 
         overrunning with laughter,
              Said in a tremulous voice,
    “Why don’t you speak for yourself, John?”

THE CENTER FOR LIVING HISTORY 
AT THE ALDEN HOUSE HISTORIC SITE
105 Alden Street, Duxbury, MA                                                                 www.alden.org

✓ Strengthen our mission to preserve, 
share and teach the significance of 
The Mayflower Pilgrim spirit and Native 
American tradition through public 
exhibition and partnerships with schools.

✓ Create fully accessible gathering spaces 
using the latest technologies to attract a 
diverse audience. 

✓ Design and implement an 
interactive and engaging 
curriculum that encourages open 
dialogue and understanding of 
the reasons for and roots of our 
Democracy and the  impact of The 
Mayflower Compact on the Birth 
of our Nation.



May 15th, 6:00-9:00 pm  
Jones River Trading Post 
REGISTRATION, COCKTAIL HOUR, DINNER, AWARDS

In its 17th year, the Speak for Thyself Awards Dinner proudly 

recognizes the outstanding contributions of our honorees:  Pauline 

Kezer, Susie Caliendo, and Pat Dowd, along with the “Aspiring 

Priscilla” Hannah Stout. The Speak Award honors women, who 

in the spirit of Mayflower passenger Priscilla Mullins Alden, have 

promoted extraordinary outcomes by speaking up on behalf of 

themselves or others. These women exemplify the role of women 

in America as pilgrims, pioneers, advocates, community organizers, 

politicians and business leaders, as well as mothers, sisters, wives 

and friends - women whose daily lives are a reflection of “Speak.” 

2024
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The Alden House Historic Site is part of the original land granted to Mayflower 

passengers John and Priscilla Mullins Alden in 1627 and home to generations 

of their descendants.  Step into their true story as we share the history spanning 

nearly 400 years and their legacy at this treasured historic landmark, located in 

coastal Duxbury, Massachusetts.  

Recognized for its national significance as a place of exceptional value in 

interpreting the heritage of the United States, Alden House Historic Site was 

designated a National Historic Landmark in 2008 by the Department of the 

Interior.  It serves as a museum and meeting place for history enthusiasts, 

Alden descendants, and those who wish to explore early American history and 

heritage.  Our mission is to preserve Alden House Historic Site and to share the 

legacy of Mayflower passengers John and Priscilla Alden through education, 

exhibitions, publications, and research. 

Alden House Historic Site
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Since 1907, the Alden Kindred of America (AKA) has owned and 

operated the Alden House Historic Site and is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization.  The Alden Kindred’s stewardship of this important piece 

of American history provides visitors with an intimate look at one of the 

nation’s founding stories and preserves the spirit and  tradition of the 

Alden legacy through preservation of the Alden House Historic Site.  

Membership is open to any person interested in this history and heritage.  

Enrollment is available online at www.alden.org. For members seeking 

to explore their lineage, our genealogist is available for assistance in 

establishing their family connection. 

Alden Kindred of America membership is your opportunity to discover 

a diverse and rich history from which millions descend. Discover the 

family homestead, explore the intriguing First Site Foundation and 

its fascinating collection of archaeological artifacts, work with our 

genealogist to certify your Alden lineage, receive newsletters, enjoy 

special events, family reunions, and exceptional community programs 

for children and adults. With free Alden House Historic Site admission 

every visit, a discount on purchases in our gift shop and on program fees, 

sharing these enriching experiences is easy. 

Alden Kindred of America, Inc.
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Pauline Kezer
Old Saybrook, Connecticut
Pauline is a passionate advocate, pioneer and 
community leader, and she has lived her life 
making a difference and having a huge impact 
on everything she touches. 

She has been involved with her Alden heritage 
since birth! She became a volunteer leader in 
2000 and has served as the President of the 
AKA for the past 10 years. 

Pauline dreams big and works her network 
hard to make those dreams a reality. She has 
successfully led the expansion of the property 
and protection of the First Site. She rallied the 
AKA board and launched a campaign to build 
a Center for Living History, raising over $1.2 
million to put a shovel in the ground this year.

Pauline has always been a community leader. 
She was the founder of the CT Komen Race for 
the Cure, Board VP of the Katharine Hepburn 
Cultural Arts Center, President of the New 
Britain YWCA, and a National Board Member 
of Girl Scouts of the USA. 

Pauline was also active in CT state and local 
government for over twenty years. She was a 
State Legislator for 8 years and Secretary of 
State from 1990-94.
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2024 SPEAK Honoring:

Susie Caliendo
Duxbury, Massachusetts
Susie Caliendo of Duxbury has been an active 
community leader for years. Vital to the Duxbury 
Beach Reservation, she led “beach dance” 
decorations for 5 years. 

Susie has also assisted with fundraising for the 
Ellison Center and Duxbury Art Association.  
She has served as a board member of the 
Duxbury Education Foundation and worked 
on publicity for the Duxbury Boosters for three 
years. She has been a five-year key volunteer at 
the decorating of DRHS’s “King Caesar House 
Christmas.” 

Susie’s interior design work led to her home 
being featured on the cover and in a featured 
article in ‘Better Homes and Gardens.’  
Another home she staged was featured as The 
Wall Street Journal’s ‘Home of The Day.’ 

Upon achieving her real estate license, she 
launched her own “Susie Sells Houses by The 
Seashore” brand.

Results? Susie has been the number one 
individual real estate sales agent in Duxbury 
for the past 3 years. In 2023, her sales 
exceeded $42 million! 



Pat Dowd 
Duxbury, Massachusetts
A native of New York City, Pat was one of the first 
women to graduate from Fordham University’s 
School of Business where she met Paul, her 
husband of 60 years. The family moved to 
Duxbury in 1976. While raising 4 daughters, 
she founded a bookkeeping business, served at 
Holy Family on the Parish Council, was active in 
Newcomers and the PTA. She co-founded the 
high school parent’s group in the 1980s. Pat then 
turned to Town government. She served 3 terms 
on the Finance Committee, was twice elected 
Selectman, served twice as chairman. 

Pat was key in the establishment and hiring 
of the Duxbury Town Manager position, the 
improvement of the Town’s solid waste system 
and inclusion of Duxbury as a member in Old 
Colony Elder Services, the first step toward the 
Senior Center. Pat has been a strong advocate 
and community leader in Duxbury for many years.
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“Aspiring Priscilla”

Hannah Stout 
Duxbury, Massachusetts
Hannah is an outstanding community volunteer 
and has worked for the Duxbury Council on 
Aging since age 14. From her very first day she 
impressed everyone with her natural ability to 
connect people and encourage conversations 
and friendships among all populations. In her 
4 years with the Council, Hannah has worked 
in the café and at the front desk, where she 
coached visitors to use the new digital check-in 
process. She worked on numerous fundraising 
events, from black ties to golf, to marathons 
and LGBTQ events. She was pivotal in the 
successful launch of the Sagers and Seekers 
Intergenerational Program, connecting teens 
and seniors to navigate life’s challenges 
together. Hannah also volunteers in the 
Deaf community by teaching American Sign 
Language.  Wherever she goes Hannah looks 
to connect people and make the world a little 
brighter! She is an exceptional leader who is 
capable, kind, caring and passionately supports 
the older adult population.  



The Alden “Rink” Ringquist Memorial Scholarship is a scholarship given 
annually to the recipient of the Alden Kindred Speak for Thyself Aspiring 
Priscilla award. The scholarship is funded by the Neal and Stephanie 
Ringquist family.

For those of you that didn’t have the pleasure of meeting Rink, he was a 
longtime Duxbury resident and involved in many community activities. 
For all his Duxbury volunteer work, Rink was twice honored as Grand 
Marshall of the Duxbury Fourth of July Parade.

Rink served as Director of the Alden House Museum and Alden Kindred 
of America in Duxbury, where he worked for six years to gain the 
National Historic Landmark designation for the Alden House Historic 
Site. He helped found the Speak for Thyself Awards Dinner in 2006 and 
was a generous supporter of the event until his death in 2022. 

Rink was Chairman of The Alden Open Golf Tournament, the major 
fundraising campaign for the Alden Kindred. He loved children, 
entertaining them with tales of the Aldens during tours of the Alden 
House. He particularly enjoyed scaring them during the Alden House 
haunted mansion event around Halloween. Rink would be thrilled to have 
a scholarship in his name associated with this award. 

	 - Neal and Stephanie Ringquist Family

Alden “Rink” Ringquist 
Memorial Scholarship



In 1858, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s epic poem, The Courtship of 
Miles Standish, catapulted the narrative’s three protagonists – Mayflower 
passengers Myles Standish, John Alden and Priscilla Mullins – into instant 
fame. 

Longfellow based his story on the Alden family tradition that a young 
Priscilla Mullins, one of the Mayflower’s few marriageable women, had 
captured the hearts of both Standish and Alden. At the request of the 
gruff and awkward Standish, Alden set aside his own unspoken feelings 
and spoke on his friend’s behalf. Priscilla, however, made her own choice 
(in a suitably Victorian manner). “In a tremulous voice” and with “eyes 
overrunning with laughter,” she responded: 

“Why don’t you speak for yourself, John?”

In so doing, she won the hearts of millions of Americans. 

Although the “love triangle” is a legend, Priscilla’s choice is not out 
of character. The daughter of a prosperous man with Nonconforming 
religious views, she would have possessed both the diverse skills 
needed to manage a large household and the independent mindset 
of a Dissenter. Choosing to remain in the Colony after the death of her 
parents and brother during the first winter of 1620/21, she not only 
survived, but as William Bradford wrote in 1651, “married with John 
Alden, who are both living and have eleven children.” 

Today, in the 21st century, the descendants of the intrepid and resolute 
Priscilla and those who share in the mission of preserving her Duxbury 
homestead annually present the “Speak for Yourself” award to a small 
coterie of equally strong, capable and independent women. Our 
exceptional honorees continue, in the spirit of Priscilla Mullins Alden, to 
choose their own paths, thereby creating better lives for themselves and 
their communities. 

“Speak for Yourself”: 
Starring Priscilla Mullins

By Peggy Baker



Waterfront Realty 
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www.chinsurance.com

24 Bay Road, Duxbury, MA 02332
Phone 781.934.6500 

Email: LRegan@chinsurance.com

“Voted Duxbury’s #1 Insurance Agency”

Managing your risk and
protecting your interests

Auto Homeowners Business 
Insurance	 Insurance	 Insurance	

Life 
Insurance

Lougee Insurance Agency

A member of Cross Insurance

The Duxbury Marketplace
 45 D Depot Street

Duxbury, Massachusetts
781-934-6500

Lougee Insurance
A division of  

Cross Insurance

Cross InsuranCe of Duxbury

Ed.Rovegno@crossagency.com



HEATING | COOLING | PLUMBING
1 Hollis Street, S. Weymouth, MA 02190

(800) 649-5090   
www.alvinhollis.com 

We would have made that first 
winter a little more comfortable.

Serving the Home Comfort 
Needs of the South Shore 

Since 1871.





 781.826.6163
Fax 781.829.8819

575 Washington Street
 Pembroke, MA 02359







Stedmark Partners are proud supporters of the 
Annual Speak for Thyself Awards Dinner 

1717 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103  •  215.665.6232 
www.StedmarkPartners.com
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Stedmark Partners offers sophisticated wealth management solutions 
for successful individuals, businesses and non-profit organizations.



Groceries
Beer
Wine

Spirits
Deli
Ice



brtavernduxbury.com  (339) 217-2115

581 Tremont Street 
Duxbury, MA



Presenting Sponsors
J. Alden Keyser

Pauline & Ken Kezer
Island Creek Oysters

Speak for Thyself Sponsors
Anne & Robert Cobuzzi

Neal & Stephanie Ringquist & Family 
Tiny & Sons Auto Glass

Priscilla Alden Sponsors
Russell Alden Rockwell

Rockland Trust Bank

Speak Sponsors
Rich & Judy Holmes

Sounder Systems Safety & Security, Inc.

Speak Committee
Anne Cobuzzi, Chair
Pam Campbell Smith

Emily Zoltowski
Mark Jacobson, Director of Development

Desiree Mobed, Executive Director

We are deeply grateful for the  
generosity of our 2024 sponsors



SPEAK Recipients

2006
Barbara Bush
Doreen P. Bilezikian
Loretta Laroche
Helen L. Philbrick

2007
Marianne Leone Cooper
Phyllis P. Godwin
Elizabeth Nightingale

2008
Anne M. Antonellis
Hollis “Holly” Morris
Betsy Sullivan

2009
Dorothy ”Dolly” Snow Bicknell
Joanne O. Moore
Therese Murray
Tania Cooper Patriota

2011
Pine E. Dubois
Donna Green
Paula S. Harris
Emily Zoltowski

2012
Rev. Catherine Cullen
Janet Laberge
Pamela Campbell Smith
Alba Thompson

2013
Constance “Connie” Braceland
Razia Jan
Rita T. Lapointe
Olga Rothchild

2014
Carol K. Jankowski
Cynthia Hagar Krussell
Holly Safford
Judi C. Vose

2015
Sarah French
Anita Haffey
Jeanette Mackenzie
Mikey Walker



SPEAK Recipients

2016
Jane Flavell Collins
Mary “Pixie” Lambert
Ashley Stanley

2017
Cara Belvin
Tara Goodwin Frier
Deb Samuels

2018
Nancy Capistran
Renee McInnes
Carolyn Ravenscroft
Elsie Trask Wheeler

2019
Michelle Cully
Lynn Dale
Melissa Gates
Patti Ryan
Sue Salvemini

2021
Donna Curtin
Mary Huth
Lynne McKenney Lydick
Jayne Talmage O’Farrell

2022
Michelle Marchetti Coughlin
Lily Leedom
Thyme Sullivan

2023
Kay Drake
Jennifer Stone Gaines
Pamela Nichols
Donna Wood

Aspiring Priscilla
2016 Cameron Schiller
2017 Siobhan Tierney
2018 Molly Norton
2020 Bernadette Farmer
2021 Maya Stahl
2022 Maebon Puleio
2023 Grace Nightingale



Title V Inspections 
Percolation Tests • New Design  

Installation & Repairs
Construction

 Backhoe & Bobcat work
Demolition & Grading

Lawn Installation
Utility Installation

TREE REMOVAL

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Pruning & Trimming • Aerial Work 
Hazardous Removals 

Vista & Land Clearing  
Stump Grinding & Removals

CHRISTOPHER PHILLIPS  

PHILLIPSTREE.COMPHILLIPSTREE.COM
781-934-7255781-934-7255

PHILLIPS
tree & constructiontree & construction

Proudly serving Duxbury since 1985
www.powderhornpress.com

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
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